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“I'm a reader and I picked it up,
flipped through it, and went, ‘Wow!
This is our next play!”” she enthused.

“Leishman was an incredibly bril-
liant man and he never did anything
good. He always had a scheme and a
plan and most times they were quite
brilliant.”

During her research on Leishman,
Price said she spoke with one under-
cover officer who had been involved
in his capture. He’d said that
Leishman was amazing at the setup
and carry-through, but that he often
failed at what to do after the crime.

“His famous gold heist is a perfect
example of that,” Price said with a
laugh. “They spirited the gold away in
the middle of the night but it was
found in the case in (the criminal’s)
backyard. It was ridiculous.”

As she did her research for the play,
Price was often .“amazed” at how
newspapers depicted Leishman, mak-
ing him more of a hero than a com-
mon criminal. -

“In today’s world, .the media are
putting people on pedestals and in the
spotlight, but I think it’s been happen-
ing for years because of the way they
spun Ken Leishman. They made him
into this figure of a man he never was.

“The play discusses how ' (the
media) assumed he was educated
when he’d left school at 14 years old.
They call him a prosperous business-
man, when he’d gone bankrupt, and
they call him polite. It's because he
always wore a suit and was a gentle-
man bandit who charmed the pants
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Craig Mason plays Ken Leishman, perhaps Canada’s most charismatic criminal, in The Flying Bandit, a
one-man play that will be performed at Roselawn.

off everybody. He was a charming guy
- and that’s funny, too - he would kid-
nap people to get away when he’d
escaped from jail, and when asked
later, these kidnapped people all said
they thought he was a really nice guy.”

Price said she wanted to write this
“fascinating tale” because it was a
Canadian story, and she knew the
character would be perfect for her hus-

" band, Craig.

Besides resembling the criminal
Leishman, Price said that she wrote

the play for Mason because, “It’s

incredibly challenging. Craig gets to
play all these different roles, but it's
also very fulfilling, It’s not something
you get to do often in his professional
field.”

The two have performed the play
across Canada, and are bringing it to
Showboat but with a new twist: it’s
now a two-act play instead of its origi-
nal one-act production.

“Two hours is a long time to be the
‘only person onstage commanding it
all,” Price said. “But we're both really
excited about performing it in Port
Colborne, especially in the in-the-
round stage setting.”

Showboat theatre’s unique in-the-
round stage, located in the middle of
the audience, provided a whole new
set of challenges for the actor and
director of The Flying Bandit.

Mason said he was happy to have
performed in-the-round before, hav-
ing played in Showboat Festival’s 2004
performance of the Norm Foster play
The Foursome.

“Sure, it's a challenge but you end
up having the audience really close to
you in ‘the round and it’s such an
immediate experience that it makes it
easy to reach the audience, but at the
same time, they're almost in your lap
... But it gives you a close bond with
the audience and in this play, there’s a
narrator who brings you through (the

stories) so it works really well because
it calls for that immediate interaction.
Here we have it built right in.”

Mason said The Flying Bandit is a
challenging role for a professional
actor, but having performed it before
he’s pretty confident in his multiple
character performance.

“The key is to come up with a very
distinct posture, facial expression and
voice for each person - that took a
long time to build.and develop. It
takes a few minutes (for audiences) to
get used to at the beginning (of the
play) but you buy into that conven-
tion pretty quickly,” Mason said:

Because it’s being performed for the
first time at the in-the-round stage set-
ting, Mason said his character portray-
als must be even more exaggerated, so
that everyone in the audience will
know who Mason is playing.

“Sometimes these characters are
having conversations between three
or four characters. As an actor, I rely
not only on mental memory but a
physical memory, too.

“(This show) is a lot of work, and
when T started out it was frustrating
for a time, but you get to the point
where your body learns it, and then it
starts to become fun. You can really
play around with it a lot more once
that foundation gets laid. Just a few
days ago I got to that point where I'm
really confident and comfortable with
the staging and I'm really starting to
have fun with it. We're really anxious
to get an audience’in there and play
with them.

“People really get into the story.
Sometimes I'm performing it and I
look into the audience and someone’s
sitting there with their mouth wide
open - it’s just so unbelievably fantas-
tic,” Mason said. “It’s a too-true story,
there’s certainly things that are made
up to help develop the story, and
we've changed the names of the some

of the characters, but ‘the craziest
things that happen are the true parts.”

Mason said in his experience, peo-
ple are often surprised that they
haven’t ‘heard this Canadian crimi-
nal’s story yet, and those who know of
him, -ate often -eager to share their
Leishman story with Mason and Price.

“Everyone who knows the story is
excited to share the story, and every-
one who doesn’t know the story is
excited to see it.”

Last time Mason ‘was onstage at
Roselawn in 2004, he and Price resided
in the booming metropolis of
Toronto, but have since moved last
May to the much quieter setting of
Crystal Beach, where they run their
own theatre company, Theatrefolk,
and publish plays for high school stu-
dents.

The location, Price said, is easier for
them because they often deal with
both American and Canadian clients.

It's also an ideal location for a “cre-

. ative environment” for the play-

wright. “It's a lovely retreat,” Price
said.

“It’s so quiet,” Mason agreed.
“When we first moved here the locals
told us that it was quiet then but in
the summer it would be much busier,”
he laughed. “It may be busier than
what it was, but it's still no compari-
son to Toronto.”

W Showboat Festival theatre presents
The Flying Bandit, written and directed
by Lindsay Price and starring Craig
Mason. The play previews tonight and
opens tomorrow at the Roselawn
Centre for the Living Arts at 8 p.m. and
runs until Saturday, Aug. 11. There are
Wednesday to Saturday evening per-
formances and matinees on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays at 2.p.m.
Tickets are $20 to '$26 and can be
reserved by calling the box office at
905-834-0833. ‘
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